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With regret, we announce to the ornithological community 
the death of our dear friend and colleague Walter Adolfo 
Voss (Fig. 1) on 26 August 2020. He was born on 22 April 
1933 in Montenegro, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, and leaves two 
sons (Jacques Germano and Jaime), one daughter (Jeanette), and 
five grandchildren.

Airplanes were his early passion. As a child, in 1938, 
he moved in the prelude of the Second World War with his 
family to Germany, where he lived until 1948. Airplanes, 
even from “enemy” countries, were then depicted in aircraft 
identification manuals designed for civilians, which he used 
as “field guides.” It was around 1943, at the age of 10, that 
Voss, then studying Natural History at the gymnasium, had 
his curiosity captured by two small resting birds and found 
himself interested in identifying them. He then managed 
to buy the field guide entitled Was fliegt denn da? (“What 
is flying there?”), one of the most successful German bird 
guides of all time, first published in 1936. From then on, he 
never stopped watching and studying birds. Between 1951 
and 1953, he lived in Rio de Janeiro, where he performed 
the compulsory military service in Aeronautics.

Voss was self-taught in several areas. His drawing abili-
ties, for example, led him to work as a machine designer for 
the footwear industry in the Vale do Rio dos Sinos region 
(Rio Grande do Sul state), where he lived most of his life. 
Graduated in Social Communication, Journalism, in 1977, 
he used his skills and professional knowledge for scientific 
dissemination throughout his career. Between 1975 and 
1996, he served at the Fundação Zoobotânica do Rio Grande 
do Sul (FZBRS), where for many years, he worked as a tech-
nician at the zoological park and, later, as a researcher and 
curator of birds at the Museu de Ciências Naturais. In love 
with natural sciences, at the age of 50, he decided to take a 
Master’s degree in Ecology from the Universidade Federal 
do Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS) at Porto Alegre, defending 
his dissertation in 1989. Closer to his retirement, he became 
an assistant professor at the Universidade do Vale do Rio dos 
Sinos (UNISINOS) in São Leopoldo, dedicating himself to 
research and extension activities at that institution between 
1997 and 2003, when he also had the opportunity to take 
part in scientific expeditions to Antarctica.

Walter A. Voss was one of the foremost Brazilian orni-
thologists of his generation, working especially in Rio 
Grande do Sul. He published dozens of scientific contribu-
tions and booklets, mostly on birds, but also on mammals, 
and translated several others from German and English into 
Portuguese. The avifauna of urban and periurban environ-
ments and the history of the ornithological investigation 
of Rio Grande do Sul were at the center of his interest in 
science. Methodical and organized, his observations and 
annotated species lists were always meticulously prepared 
and carefully presented. In 1984, by translating Helmut 
Sick’s remarkable work Vogelwanderungen in Kontinentalen 
Südamerika, originally published in Vogelwarte in 1968, 
Voss made one of the most complete essays on bird migra-
tion in South America fully accessible to the Portuguese-
speaking ornithological community at a time when few 
other sources on the subject were available. Lately, he was 
engaged in translating Hermann von Ihering’s (1850–1930) 
early works on the birds of Rio Grande do Sul from Ger-
man, a task he fortunately managed to complete and will 
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soon be released. Upon retiring, Voss generously shared his 
extensive bibliography and personal equipment accumulated 
over more than 30 years of career among several emerging 
ornithologists based in Rio Grande do Sul, including some 
of the authors. Voss advised or co-advised many ornithology 
students in southern Brazil, usually without formal academic 
ties, but with a lot of dedication and presence. He was a key 
figure behind the professional development of most research-
ers and professors who today serve as undergraduate or 
graduate advisors at the main universities in Rio Grande do 
Sul. Therefore, in Rio Grande do Sul’s ornithological gene-
alogy from the late twentieth century onwards Voss leaves 
“children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren” working 
in different research areas and keeping his teachings in mind. 
His visits to our offices and labs always yielded rich and 
valuable conversations. Voss always had a wise opinion or 
suggestion to share, enriching our research not only techni-
cally, but also humanly.

The true impact of Voss’s scientific work is difficult to 
measure, because in so many ways, he sought to dissemi-
nate and popularize science throughout his career. Inspired 
by the European school, he was a major contributor of the 
introduction and dissemination of birdwatching in Brazil, 

having directly influenced other ornithologists working in 
the country such as Helmut Sick (1910–1991) and William 
Belton (1914–2009) to translate the technical results of their 
research into a language that could be understood by ama-
teur observers. He was one of the founders of the country’s 
first birdwatchers’ club (COA), in 1974, and of the Brazil-
ian Society of Ornithology (SBO), in 1987. In recognition 
of his contribution to Brazilian ornithology, Voss became 
an honorary member of the Comitê Brasileiro de Registros 
Ornitológicos (CBRO) in 2001.

Voss had a particular interest in printed birdwatching 
resources such as folding field checklists and pocket identi-
fication guides, which he collected throughout his life and 
used to improve his own published materials. The booklet 
Pequeno guia de identificação dos animais de caça do Rio 
Grande do Sul (“Pocket guide for the identification of the 
game animals of Rio Grande do Sul”) (Silva and Voss 1977) 
was one of the first identification guides published in Bra-
zil. The later Aves do Parque Farroupilha em Porto Alegre 
(Voss and Sander 1984) stands out among other guides of 
its time both for its very low cost and for its extremely sim-
ple texts and outline illustrations, in a clear attempt of its 
authors to make it accessible to everyone. Additionally, in a 
little-known article entitled Aspectos dimensionais do assim 
chamado livro de bolso (“Dimensional aspects of the so-
called pocket book”), Voss (1978) makes a broad analysis of 
almost 400 references in different languages to express his 
thoughts on the need to improve the functionality of identi-
fication guides for their usage by all audiences.

Therefore, it is not an exaggeration to say that Voss was 
one of the founding fathers of birding in Brazil. His con-
tributions listed below speak for themselves. To a similar 
extent, he also became one of the pioneers and early dis-
seminators of bird banding in Brazil, having taught the first 
ringing courses in the country between 1979 and 1986. It can 
certainly be said that, without Voss, both ornithology and 
birdwatching in Brazil would be less accessible and attrac-
tive today. His generosity of spirit, authenticity, wisdom, 
pleasant talk, and innocent sense of humor, far beyond his 
customary skepticism and reclusiveness, will remain count-
less memories of a truly great friend and colleague. We hope 
that his legacy will be recognized and followed by this and 
the next generations interested in knowing and conserving 
the wonders of birds.

Main scientific and dissemination 
publications authored by Walter A. Voss, 
in chronological order:

Voss WA (1962) Ein Seidenkuhstärling, Molothrus bon-
ariensis. Gefiederte Welt 86:115

Fig. 1  Walter Adolfo Voss attending a photographic exhibition on 
Grassland Birds of the Araucaria Plateau at PUCRS’s Museu de 
Ciências e Tecnologia, Porto Alegre, in 2009. Credit: Laboratório de 
Ornitologia, PUCRS
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Voss WA (1962) Lamento aus Südbrasilien. Gefiederte 
Welt 86:77–78
Voss WA (1963) Zwei Kanincheneulen, Speotyto cunic-
ularia grallaria. Gefiederte Welt 87:204–205
Voss WA (1965) Erlebnisse mit meinem Orange-Pfäff-
chen, Sporophila bouvreuil pileata. Gefiederte Welt 
89:8–9
Voss WA (1966) Vom Safranfink, Sicalis flaveola. 
Gefiederte Welt 90:190–191
Voss WA (1967) Vogelfang in Südbrasilien. Gefiederte 
Welt 91:217–218
Voss WA (1973) Ensaio de lista sistemática dos 
mamíferos do Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil. Pesquisas 
25:1–35
Voss WA (1974) O estudo das aves no Rio Grande do 
Sul. Estud Leopold 29:65–70
Silva F, Voss WA (1975) Mamíferos citados pela 
primeira vez para o Rio Grande do Sul (Rodentia e 
Lagomorpha, Mammalia). Pesqui, sér Zool 26:4–8
Voss WA (1975) Comunicação sobre a ocorrência do 
Sanhaçu-do-coqueiro, Thraupis palmarum (Wied), na 
cidade de São Leopoldo, RS. Pesqui, sér Zool 26:14–15
Voss WA (1975) Comunicação sobre o comportamento 
em cativeiro de uma Guaiquica-anã, Monodelphis sorex 
(Hensel) (Mammalia, Didelphidae). Pesqui, sér Zool 
26:9–13
Silva F, Voss WA (1976) Lista das aves da região norte 
da Grande Porto Alegre. COA, São Leopoldo
Voss WA (1976) Aves em liberdade. Natur Rev 1:30–31
Voss WA (1976) Aves observadas nas cidades de Novo 
Hamburgo e São Leopoldo, RS. Estud Leopold 36:43–
53
Silva F, Voss WA (1977) Pequeno guia de identificação 
dos animais de caça do Rio Grande do Sul. FZBRS, Porto 
Alegre
Voss WA (1977) Algumas aves silvestres da América do 
Sul. FZBRS, Porto Alegre
Voss WA (1977) Aves de São Leopoldo. I – Aves obser-
vadas no Bairro Recreio. Estud Leopold 41:36–39
Voss WA (1977) Aves de São Leopoldo. II – Aves obser-
vadas no Banhado da Olaria Linck. Estud Leopold 41:41–
46
Voss WA (1977) Aves silvestres livres observadas no 
Parque Zoológico em Sapucaia do Sul, RS, Brasil. Pes-
qui, sér Zool 30:1–29
Voss WA (1977) Comunicação sobre a ocorrência da 
Sanã-amarela, Porzana flaviventer (Boddaert), em São 
Leopoldo. Pesqui, sér Zool 30:32
Voss WA (1977) Comunicação sobre a ocorrência do 
Sanhaçu-do-coqueiro, Thraupis palmarum (Wied), na 
cidade de Porto Alegre, RS. Pesqui, sér Zool 30:30–31
Widholzer FL, Voss WA (1977) Notes on breeding the 
King Vulture. Int Zoo News 148:24–26

Sander M, Steffen CJ, Voss WA (1978) Vegetais úteis 
às aves. Natur Rev 4:47–58
Voss WA (1978) Further notes on breeding the King 
Vulture. Int Zoo News 149:42
Widholzer FL, Voss WA (1978) Procriação de Cisne-
de-pescoço-preto em cativeiro. Natur Rev 5:24–29
Voss WA (1978) Aspectos dimensionais do assim 
chamado livro de bolso. Estud Leopold 13:5–27
Voss WA (1978) Balduíno Rambo S. J. (1905–1961). 
Natur Rev 4:6–9
Widholzer FL, Voss WA (1978) Breeding the Giant 
Anteater. Int Zoo Yearb 18:122–123
1Voss WA, Breyer FRS (1979) Comunicação sobre a 
ocorrência da espécie Knipolegus nigerrimus (Vieillot, 
1818) no estado do Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil. Pesqui, 
sér Zool 31:29–30
Voss WA, Sander M (1979) Aves de São Leopoldo. III 
– Aves observadas no Centro de Recreação do Trabal-
hador. Estud Leopold 50:71–77
Voss WA, Sander M (1979) Aves de São Leopoldo. IV 
– Aves observadas no Novo Campus da Universidade 
do Vale do Rio dos Sinos – Unisinos. Estud Leopold 
50:79–83
Voss WA (1979) Aves de Porto Alegre, RS. I – Aves 
observadas na área central da cidade. Pesqui, sér Zool 
31:1–7
Voss WA (1979) Aves observadas na área central da 
cidade de São Leopoldo, RS. Pesqui, sér Zool 31:9–24
Voss WA (1979) Comunicação sobre a ocorrência do 
Bico-de-lacre, Estrilda astrild (Linné, 1758), na cidade 
de Novo Hamburgo, RS. Pesqui, sér Zool 31:25–28
Sander M, Voss WA (1980) Lista preliminar de aves do 
município de São Leopoldo. Unisinos, São Leopoldo
Voss WA, Sander M (1980) Frutos de árvores nativas na 
alimentação das aves. Trigo e Soja 51:26–30
Voss WA, Widholzer FL (1980) Aves de Porto Alegre, 
Rio Grande do Sul. II – Aves observadas no Aeroporto 
Internacional Salgado Filho. Estud Leopold 55:89–100
Voss WA (1980) Filhote de ornitólogo. Rev SOM 
22:26–27
Voss WA (1980) O que fazer quando é encontrada uma 
ave anilhada. São Leopoldo, s.e. 2p
Sander M, Voss WA (1981) Bibliografia ornitológica 
sul-riograndense. I – De autores residentes ou visi-
tantes. Acta Biol Leopold 3:95–104
Voss WA, Breyer FRS, Mattes GC, Konrad HG (1981) 
Constatação e observações de uma população residual 
de Blastocerus dichotomus (Illiger, 1811) (Mammalia, 
Cervidae). Iheringia, sér Zool 59:25–36
Voss WA, Konrad HG (1981) Cervo: um ginasta do 
Pantanal. Natur Rev 8:16–20
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Voss WA, Sander M (1981) Aves observadas numa mono-
cultura de Acácia-negra, Acacia mollissima Willd., nos 
arredores de São Leopoldo, RS. Bras Florest 46:7–15
Voss WA, Sander M (1981) Frutos e sementes vários na 
alimentação das aves livres. Trigo e Soja 58:28–31
Voss WA, Silva LRC (1981) Lista preliminar das aves sil-
vestres livres observadas no Parque Zoológico em Sapu-
caia do Sul, RS. FZBRS, Sapucaia do Sul
Voss WA, Silva LRC (1981) Inventariamento das aves 
silvestres livres ocorrentes no Parque Zoológico em Sapu-
caia do Sul, Rio Grande do Sul. Arq SZB 2:25
Voss WA, Widholzer FL, Silva LRC (1981) Lista pre-
liminar das aves silvestres livres observadas no Parque 
Zoológico em Sapucaia do Sul, RS. FZBRS, Sapucaia 
do Sul
Voss WA (1981) Aves de Porto Alegre, Rio Grande 
do Sul. III – Aves observadas no Jardim Botânico da 
Fundação Zoobotânica do Rio Grande do Sul. Acta Biol 
Leopold 3:81–94
Voss WA (1981) Meteorologia popular e os animais. Rev 
SOM 24:12–13
Sander M, Voss WA (1982) Aves livres observadas no 
Parque Farroupilha, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul, 
Brasil. Pesquisas, sér Zool 33:3–16
Voss WA, Sander M (1982) Árvores que alimentam as 
aves. Rev SOM 25:10–11
Voss WA (1982) Comunicação sobre a ocorrência do 
Gavião-pombo, Leucopternis polionota (Kaup, 1847), no 
município de Viamão, Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil. Pesqui, 
sér Zool 33:27–28
Voss WA, Sander M (1983) Flores visitadas por aves. 
Trigo e Soja 66:22–31
Resende SML, Voss WA (1984) Comunicação sobre a 
ocorrência do Maçarico-de-bico-torto, Numenius phaeo-
pus (Linnaeus, 1758), no Rio Grande do Sul. Acta Biol 
Leopold 6:249–250
Sander M, Voss WA (1984) Lista das aves de São Leo-
poldo e arredores. Unisinos, São Leopoldo
Voss WA, Sander M (1984) Aves do Parque Farroupilha 
em Porto Alegre, RS. Unisinos, São Leopoldo
Voss WA (1984) Aves de ambientes urbanos. Universi-
dade 2:8–9
Voss WA (1984) Comunicação sobre a ocorrência da 
Garça-morena, Florida caerulea (Linnaeus, 1758), no 
Rio Grande do Sul. Acta Biol Leopold 6:247–248
Voss WA (1984) Observação de aves em uma mancha 
remanescente de mata nativa, no município de Três de 
Maio, Rio Grande do Sul. Trigo e Soja 75:33–35
Voss WA (1985) A relação meteorologia popular/ani-
mais. In: Mariante HM (ed) Santa Bárbara, São Jerônimo; 

meteorologia e astronomia populares no Rio Grande do 
Sul. Martins Livreiro, Porto Alegre, pp 72–75
Sander M, Voss WA (1986) Bibliografia ornitológica 
sul-riograndense. I—De autores residentes ou visitantes 
(Complemento 1). Acta Biol Leopold 8:291–304.
Sander M, Voss WA (1986) Lista das aves marinhas do 
Rio Grande do Sul. Unisinos, São Leopoldo
Voss WA (1988) Réplica aos comentários críticos de 
Lema – Sobre as espécies de répteis citadas para o Ban-
hado dos Pachecos. Acta Biol Leopold 10:135–139
Voss WA (1989) Apreciação ecológica da avifauna livre 
e de características ambientais do Parque Zoológico, em 
Sapucaia do Sul, Rio Grande do Sul. MSc. Dissertation, 
UFRGS, Porto Alegre
Voss WA, Albuquerque EP (1990) Comunicação sobre a 
ocorrência do Falcão-de-garganta-branca, Falco rufigu-
laris Daudin, 1800, no Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil. Acta 
Biol Leopold 12:201–202
Voss WA (1990) Contribuição para um melhor con-
hecimento zoogeográfico de aves limnícolas. Bol Grupo 
Estud Aves Limnícolas 2:5
Fontana CS, Voss WA (1995) Padrões comportamentais 
comuns de Heteroxolmis dominicana (Vieillot, 1823), na 
savana do nordeste do Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil. Bioc-
iências 3:129–143
Voss WA (1995) Breve apreciação da avifauna dos ban-
hados de São Leopoldo. In: Aveline AC (ed) Os banha-
dos do Rio dos Sinos: e por que devem ser preservados. 
UPAN, São Leopoldo, pp 27–31
Fontana CS, Voss WA (1996) Área de uso e atividade 
diária de Heteroxolmis dominicana em dois banhados de 
São Francisco de Paula, Rio Grande do Sul. Acta Biol 
Leopold 18:105–122
Tampson VE, Voss WA (1996) Notas complementares 
sobre a presença do Bacurau-norte-americano, Chordeiles 
minor Forster, 1771, no Morro do Espelho, São Leo-
poldo, Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil. Acta Biol Leopold 
18:159–163
Voss WA, Petry MV, Sander M (1998) Aves do Parque 
Nacional de Aparados da Serra: lista preliminar. Unisi-
nos, São Leopoldo
Voss WA, Sander M (1998) Bibliografia ornitológica 
sul-riograndense. I – de autores residentes ou visitantes 
(complemento 2). Acta Biol Leopold 20:21–56
Voss WA (2009) William “Bill” Belton e a ornitologia no 
Rio Grande do Sul. Rev Bras Ornitol 17:161–162
Voss WA (2012) Dos primórdios do COA – RS. Atuali-
dades Ornitol 170:34–37
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